[C] R. Jacob bar Aha in the name of R. Yohanan: “Also with regard to 
[the rules governing the reading of] the scroll of Esther, all are 
accustomed to follow the view of R. Meir.” 


[1:4 A] R. Zeirah, R. Hiyya, R. Joshua b. Levi in the name of Bar Pedaiah: 
“On what account did the Scripture link the pericope of the Nazirite 
[Num. 6:1-21] to that of the raising of hands [in the priestly 
benediction, Num. 6:22-27]? 


[B] “It was meant to teach you that just as the Nazir is prohibited to 
drink wine, so [for the priest who] raises his hands it is prohibited 
to drink wine.” 


[C] May one then argue: lust as the Nazir is forbidden to eat grape- 
seeds and skins (Num. 6:4), so [the priest who] raises his hands 
is prohibited to eat grape seeds and skins? 


[D] R. Jonah said, “Jeshua bar Gazorah and R. Zeirah disputed 
about this matter. One derived the rule by analogy to the Nazir, 
and the other derived it by analogy to the Temple service [in 
which case the priest may not drink wine]. 


[E] “But I do not know which one derived it from the rule 
governing the Nazir and which one derived it from the rule 
governing the Temple service. 


[F] “[The argument of] the one who derived the rule from the 
case of the Nazir [deals with this question]: [Do we say, ] 
‘lust as the Nazir is forbidden to eat grape seeds and skins, 
so [a priest who] raises his hands is forbidden to eat grape 
seeds and skins’? 


[G] “[The argument of] the one who derived the rule from the 
case of the Temple service [will have to deal with the 
following question]: [Do we say,] ‘lust as service in the 
Temple is forbidden to blemished priests, so the raising of 
hands is forbidden to blemished priests’ ?” 


[H] Has it not been taught: But if he was well known in his 
town, lo, he is permitted [to bless the congregation, 
despite his blemishes] [T. Meg. 3:29D]? 


[I] That is in line with the following: R. Naphtali had crooked 
fingers. He came and asked R. Mana. He said to him, 
“Since you are well known in your town, it is permitted.” 


